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Aquino policy on the South China Sea:
Are we ready for tough times ahead?

By AILEEN SAN PABLO-BAVIERA

The territorial disg::tes and maritime juris- politics and regime interests to dominate the coun- ening, neutral and moderate ASEAN is acceptableto  policy of the Aquino government is a strategy of
diction issues in the South China Sea will be a try’s China policy, with disastrous consequences China and other stakeholders, It emphasizes rules- re-engagement with Cﬁi)na. During the President’s.
continuing bone of contention between the Phil-  for our security and foreign policy. Today, we are  based solutions and reliance on international law, a  state visit to China which was ly touted a
ippines and its neighbors, especially China, for still trying to get relations back on track and are fundamental principle if we are to prevent a situa-  success, the two parties “agreed to ree’’ on this.
many years to come, farther than ever from agreement on how to man- ﬁonwhemu\mmightbcma the final arbiter. issue, That said, there is a great need for both sides

Sl?!cethe 19905, the Philippines has been pro-ac-  age the disputes. ‘The approach is inclusivist, cognizant of states to assure each other of their commitment to peaceful
tive inseeking cooperative, mles—baseg:&pmad\es In the meantime, a new layer of securtity chal- with a parti interest in freedom of navigation resolution, which means continuing dialogue and
to managing the disputes, relying on bilateral  lenges looms over Southeast Asia, with the mari- suchas Japan and the United States. However, cau-  mutual persuasion about even divergent perspec.
as well as multilateral diplomacy: Bilaterally, the time disputes at its core. Several regional states tonmustbe exercised to ensure that non-claimants tives, The Philippines - and China, too -
Philippines entered into agreements with Chinaand  have recently worked to delineate territories and  play a role supportive of a peaceful and equitable  stepping back the tough, unfriendly thetoric
Vietnam in 1995 and 1997 pledging self-restraint and  boundaries {in our case, the 2009 Baselines Law), sen{emmt, eme n&’gmm exacerbates tensions  a gesture of goodwill and peaceful intent.
WRINg cooperation on non-sensitive areas. Many  increasing tensions with China. Oil exploration inthe region. The Aquino policy alsorightly stresses Also lacking is follow-up action on the p
high. lexchmigs were held, including among  activities have been on the rise. China's increasing  theneed tobuild the capability of the Armed Forces  posed ASEAN-China Code of Conduct. Eru

ry officials. Even at the height of \sover assertiveness and growth in military capabilities and the Coast Guard, so that the co may not tion and impatience over the difficult draftin

ischief Reef, bilateral trade and m-b-pmple. cause coneern. Sino-American rivalry for strategic  only s its defenses but in the future con-  process may be understandable; however th

tﬁsbehveenBe?mgmdMamla ived, influence in East Asia i casting a big shadow over  tribute its bkeepingmd«atsea. is no greater need for such an agreement than
" Multilaterally, the Philippines also spear- mﬁﬂﬂo solve the disputes peacefully. ~ Where the Aquino policy differs from the past now. Given the worrying security environment

headed the 1992 Manila ration b AJ’EAN is the security environment in the South is in its readiness to confront the issues directly described earlier, an agreement by the claimant
states, the negotiation of an ASEAN-China code  China Sea that the Aquino government now erpinning the conflicts, shifting attention from  states, recognized and sup by neighbors
of conduct (COC) which resulted in the 2002  confronts. - f building activities to trying to clarify as well as extra-regional states, that focuses on
Declaration of Condust (DOC), and even the il The Aquino administration has confidently ar- the basis of the claims, including calling for a measures to avoid armed conflict and reduce
fated Joint Marine Seismic Undertaking (JMSU)  ticulated its preferred multi-dimensional Paﬂgmach determination ot non-disputed from the disputed  risk of miscalculation al sea, is imperative. =1
with China and Vietnam which was allowed to wthedispum'mgﬁmsedht}w ilippine areas. Knowing the exact metes and bounds of XD
lapse after being implicated in alleged corrupt to turn the China Seaintoa “Zone the contested areas may help better define the Dy: Aileent San Pabio-Bavierass a Professar and formier”
and treasonous activities of the previous regime.  of Peace, Freedom, Friendship and Coaperation”. possible areas for cooperation or even futurejoint  Dean of the Asin Center, University of the Philippinies.

The JMSU fiasco was a logical outcome of the  This approach places ASEAN at the center of any development of resources. Her research specializations are on international relations
way the Arroyo administration allowed domestic solution, which s appropriatebecause anon-threat-  What appears to be lacking in the emerging  of the Asia Pacific, regional security, and Chira.
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