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ispute over the continental shelf boundary betwe
d arises primarily from the dlffw#
Intries adopt in cal ‘the equidistant line for the
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ne eastern terminus of the Malaysia-Thailand land border as
‘ / the 1909 Anglo-Siamese Treaty) northwards to Ko Losin
then northwestwards to Ko Kra. Malaysia however does not
<0 Losin as valid baseline point and calculates the

of tant line on a baseline running along the shore.

=—%__This w nas the basis for the Proclamation establishing the Continental

= éhelfof the Kingdom of Thailand in the Gulf of Thailand, 18 May
= ~ 1973 +ind Malaysia’s Continental Shelf Act of 1966, subsequently
_ reflected in its continental shelf claim as asserted in the 1979 map
Issued by its Survey and Mapping Department

® This created an Overlapping Claims Area between them of 7,250
square kilometres
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Territorial_waters
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ko_Losin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ko_Losin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ko_Losin
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WoidkEebruary 1979 W
NMEmore ndhww | Was
SIgIEd N (Subject to ratification)iin Chlan‘g al, IThailand
Detweer MHEPrifie MinisterorMalaysialand therPrime
VIIRISLER Off _'_ Jailand on the establlshment of a Joint
Autrioriy for e Exploitation of the Resources of the
SEEEG 1; the Defined Area of the Continental Shelf of

LIIES F £ountr|es In the Gulf of Thailand.
= Er BA covers ah areas of /7,250 square kilometres
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he JDA basically cBihcig:wzﬂ'
apping claimsyef the conti elf by the
ountries. =
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[ arles @) e
at of Malaysia's continental shelf claim as
d in its 1979 map.

| uthern boundary initially coincides with
= ~Tha and s 1973 CS claim, but subsequently
, a‘d]usted to extend to the EEZ as proclaimed in
—== "1988


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malaysia-Thailand_border
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malaysia-Thailand_border
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Territorial_waters
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4 MALAYSIA

CLAIMS AND
AGREEMENTS IN
THE GULF OF
THAILAND

The Gulf of Thailand 15 characterized by overlapping claimed aveas. Although the
extent of these overlapping arezs has been reduced over fime through the conchusion
of manfime boundary agresments, substantial areas of overlap remain, notably
between Cambodia and Thatland The Gulf 1z also hest to multiple claims fto the
same maritime space with Viemam claimimg part of the Thai-MMalaysian joint zone
[see map). These overlaps date from the pertod Jume 1571 to Mlay 1973 when South

Viemam, Cambodia and Thailand made wmilateral claims to the continental shelf in
the Gulf of Thailand

Although the coastal states m the Gulf have generally smployved segudistance as a
metheod to construct their wulateral claims, they have clearly adopted conflicting
wiews as to the effect of islands — resuliing in overlapping claims. Three agreements
on maritime delimutation have been concluded m the Gulf: fwo between MMalayzia
and Thailand® and another between Viemam and Thailand ™

In 1972 Thatland and Malaysia succseded in delimiting then tenitorial sea boumdary
and combnental shelf boumdzr out to 2 point 29 miles offshore. However, the targ
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Territorial Sea and Continental Shelf Boundaries
MALAYSIA-THAILAND (Gulf of Thailand)
Boundary Report 5-13 (1), (2)

Territorial sea boundary

— Continental shslf boundary
Limits of joint development area
Equidistant line

Limits of criminal jurisdiction
applicable to the parties
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S0IMay 1990 - |
Agreement on the Establishment of Malaysia-
ihiziland JointAuthc ity (MT3A —— —
SigiEaNnKUalarLlUmpurbetween the Foreign Minister of
J\/LJLJ\/JJ..]M i'the Foreign Minister of Thailand providing

JdEJJIéJ ]r ‘p’lementatlon framework for the MTJA.
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Siftlte eous pro ga ion ofi the Malaysia-
Tozilzigeldoigle o) CHOHEYAACE 1990 (ACE 440) i
JVLJLJ\/_)J’ and

e nr land- -Malaysia Joint Authority Act B.E.
/Jjj; 990) in Thailand.

.JMc <) 1t took over a decade for the parties to
OTm the MTJA.
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sbruary 2005
DA gas successf deli
r into Peninsular Gas Utilisation (PGU) system.

gi Tenaga Perlis Corporation (TTPC) started
ng JDA gas

__‘_4,~-=
ondensate lifting from FSO "Puteri Cakerawala".




KEY FEATURES

of a joint authority known as “M 1d Joint "b
y" (or “MTJA”") for t rpose of the exploration and exploitation of

-living natural resources 0 fthe sea-bed and subson in the

v---‘b' fifty years (or earlier, if both Parties arrive at a satisfactory
) the delimitation)

sume all rights and responsibilities on behalf of both Parties
hare ~0f costs and revenues.
'S a comprehenswe fiscal regime

= Natio aI authorities of either party shall have the rights relating to fishing,
= " havigation, hydrographic and oceanographic surveys, the prevention and

,.e;_:?‘éfb‘@"ntrbl of marine pollution in the JDA
- * Established a criminal jurisdiction line, which divides the JDA into unequal
= parts — 930 square miles and 1,100 square miles for Malaysia and Thailand
respectively. This line is not the boundary line of the continental shelf

between the two countries in the JDA and it is not in any way prejudicial to
the sovereign rights of either party
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ai-Malavsian MolU was sianed in 1979 b e two

only exchanged their instruments of ratification

"-* 1990. It took 10 years for the Thai and

‘ authorltles to overcome legal obstacles to

mi e implementation of their joint development

1 ement

=% Vk another 15 years (from 1990-2005) for the first
e gas to be produced in February 2005.

'-f-'Issues Contractors agreements, Surveys, feasibility
assessments, construction, drilling, etc.
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‘Benefits =

|n the area have been discovered.
nd natural gas revenues for both
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1 between Malaysia and Thailand illustrates that
’~’.ff. neighbourliness and political will are

[, joint development offers a convenient way to
ontentlous maritime boundary disputes,

| tmg the exploitation of valuable petroleum and
carbon resources.

——&-5¢ ndly, as any JDA is only a provisional arrangement
'j’i- —and without prejudice to eventual delimitation or

- otherwise, it addresses the “economic needs” of the
parties, but on a 'no gain, no loss’ basis with regards
sensitive issues.







